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had not yot married ami had not rvrn tixnl the fato n{ the wedding.

She had born approached by Vienna to make tactful inquiries,

but her brother could givo her no answer.    He referred to the

peculiar disposition of the youmr Kiny;, which had already caused

many to declare that he was mentally deranged.   That was by

no means the case,however, "hedeclared. But the news that reached

Vienna from Munich stated the revere. According to these reports

the King's longing to be alone, his lonely, restless rides into the

mountains at night and in the moonlight, and many other things

were certainly not normal  The >ptrial performaiuTS of Wagner's

operas and classical plays in a fully lighted but completely empty

theatre were peculiar enough.   The young King attended these

alone and, except for the employees, not a single other person was

allowed to be in the theatre.1  The wedding was continually being

postponed.   Finally when Duchess Sophie's family insisted on a

decision, Ludwig II broke off the engagement, saying he had, in

the meantime, come to the conclusion that he could not; marry

and 'would be unutterably mi.M'rabU* and unhappy'2 in such a life.

Ho immediately informed his grand father of this fact, and Luclwig I

replied3: 'As you had this conviction ... I am glad that you have

been released from your promise.1

The old King then decided that he would again spend the winter

at Nice after first paying another visit to the Paris Exhibition.

Before his departure he called for a report on the exact state of

his finances.   He required many officials to cope even with the

immense number of begging letters he received.    For instance,

from the I4th May to the 24th October, he received 7,181, of

which 3,610 received favourable replies and necessitated the

expenditure of over 100,000 gulden.   This time he left Munich

with more anxiety than usual.    Richard Wagner, it was true,

was only able to exert his influence from afar, but the old King

increasingly feared the influence of the North on the Bavarian

Monarchy.   In addition, the reports concerning his grandson's

abnormal symptoms were increasing in number.  Ludwig II had

again retired into seclusion and was not to be seen, so that his

grandfather could only say good-bye to the remainder of the

Royal Family.
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